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Thank you to those who send contributions, they help keep this 
magazine going and FREE to over 400 households.

EDITORAL
Water, water everywhere seems to be very apt at present. The trouble is with 
our present volatile climate is, to wish for dry weather might cause a swing to 
a drought. Be careful don’t believe everything your computer tells you. Wish-
ing everyone a Healthy and Peaceful New Year.

BOOTS CHEMISTS AT BUNGAY MEDICAL CENTRE
Sadly this branch is closing 9th March. There is another one in the centre of 
Bungay, but not so accessible and without parking.

GPC WWW.ONEFLIXTON.ONESUFFOLK.NET
The Grouped Parish Council of Flixton, St Cross and St Margaret met at 
Flixton Village Hall on Tuesday 7th November at 7.30pm. Thanks were given 
to 2 sisters for funding the repairs to the VAS, speed indicator in Flixton.

Next copy deadline March 7th
The views and comments printed herein are not necessarily the views of

the Editor or this publication



GPC continued...
Concerns were expressed about the prolonged delay by Highways in 
erecting the crossing signs at the junction with the B1062. 2 Sisters are also 
doing regular litter picks on Grange Road. Financial support from County 
Cllr Cloke to repair the Flixton road sign was being organised. Finances 
for the coming year were discussed including an increase in the precept, 
in line with inflation. County Cllr Cloke was also meeting St Cross Coun-
cillors to see what could be done about flooding and slowing traffic in the 
village.       NEXT MEETING MONDAY 8th JAN St Margaret S.E

MOLE
Seasonal greetings. It’s wet and then some. Floods, abandoned vehicles 
and trees down and it’s only a few days into the New Year. Christmas Tree 
Festival, had trees and lights everywhere. The St Margaret S.E Christmas 
lunch was full, with over 70 villagers and friends sitting down to the tra-
ditional meal, followed by an auction and the announcement of the en-
gagement of new residents Dean and Emily. Santa and Ronnie were there 
to distribute the presents. Glenn Earl was declared the winner of the ‘Sam 
and Jean Earl Community Person of the Year’. Chris Sadler former village 
hall Chairman and long-time treasurer was presented with a retirement 
gift. Many thanks to Philip Sands for donating the turkeys. The Fun quiz in 
November was won by 4+2, a close competition. This year’s carol service 
had a surprise, as at the close the congregation were treated to Jingle Bells 
on Hand Bells that have only just come to light after many years, thanks 
to Gail Sprake for arranging this musical extravaganza. The celebrants 
on Christmas Eve were treated to a repeat performance. A couple of days 
before Christmas Day, after dark, Santa was seen on his sleigh being pulled 
by Ronnie the reindeer, children and a several adults turned out in the 
strong wind to receive presents, as they all said ‘they had been good’, from 
the bearded gentleman, before he disappeared into the night. The Christ-
mas party was rocking with the hall full and the bands in full swing, it’s 
rumoured there may be a Summer one. The weather might be somewhat 
inclement, but not bad enough to stop such determined people as Sue 
Glazer, Maggie Flatt and James Graham, running through and round the 
floods. Bowls and badminton continue with a newly engaged couple join-
ing the badminton and Simon Murton trying his hand at bowls.



Electrical & Security 
Services

• Rewiring
• Fuse Board Replacement
• Additional Sockets
• Indoor & Outdoor Lighting
• E.V (Electrical Vehicle Charging)
• Inspection & Testing
• Fault Finding
• PAT Testing
• EICR’ s
• CCTV

Tel: 01986 783885     |     Mob: 07826 712453

sm.electrical.ltd@hotmail.com

ALL ORDERS OVER £250
£50 OFF
01953 54404201953 544042
norwichsunblinds.co.uknorwichsunblinds.co.uk T&Cs apply



FROM THE TRACTOR SEAT
 Even the birds don’t like all this rain unless they are wildfowl. My bird 
feeder is a busy place with blue tits, great tits, robins, black birds, chaf-
finches, woodpeckers and on the ground is an occasional pigeon and at 
least twice a day a cock pheasant checks to see what food is available. The 
ones that arrive in a flock are the long-tailed tits, about 10 of them, gorg-
ing themselves on suet ball and peanuts, although my bird book says they 
only eat insects, like anything else they eat what is there. Along the Beck 
it was related to me that as the flood waters expanded there were in the 
50s/100s of water voles scampering about. Likewise on the bridges were 
no end of spiders and other insects just above the waterline. Despite the 
wet weather Bluetongue virus is still being spread by midges. The infected 
midge believed to come across the channel, whether they came over on 
one of the small boats, I don’t know. Unfortunately it’s here and the virus 
affects cattle, sheep, deer, goats and camelids such as llamas. Smaller and 
younger infected animals suffer a slow and painful death if not spotted, in 
the larger ones not always, but it is a legally notifiable disease to DEFA, if 
you do not report it, you are breaking the law. The last time it was in this 
country was 2007. The affected animal is humanely culled to minimise 
the risk of onward transmission. There is no risk to human health from 
Bluetongue. At present the disease is in Kent and Norfolk with 10km no 
movements areas.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
The Christmas Tree Festival had 13 decorated trees on display, a brilliant 
display of gorgeous lights. A bit of drama when a member of the clergy 
went off-roading and got stuck and although foggy, many people came 
on both days to see the paths all lit with Christmas lights. The tombola 
was busy, followed by tea, coffee or the special hot chocolate with marsh-
mallows. Cakes to eat or buy and you can still find the elves. Thanks to all 
those who supported and worked tirelessly on the days.  

St NICHOLAS
The crib service held at Church Farm (see cover) was attended by over 40 
children and adults. Rev Leon was a shepherd and some of the children 
were wise men or shepherds. Set in the barn with sheep in front and cattle 
either side of the assembled, gave it a timeless feeling. Many thanks to 
Michael and Gail for arranging this.



*  weeding
*  planting
*  tidying up
*  lawn mowing
*  plot digging
*  pruning/trimming
*  watering
*  seasonal jobs

 Contact Michelle or Chris

07868 649880
gardenhelpnow@gmail.com

LEE GARDENING SERVICES

NEED HELPNEED HELP
WITH YOUR GARDENWITH YOUR GARDEN

OR ALLOTMENT?OR ALLOTMENT?

J. FELTON
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P
TEL:  01986 799175

J. FELTON
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P
TEL:  01986 799175

R&R Heating 
and Maintenance

A local family run business 

Boiler installation, service & 
repair

Emergency call outs
Landlord reports
Gas certificates

General Plumbing & Heating

rookyardr@gmail.com
      07506 449838

EASTER OFFER ON FROZEN FREE-RANGE

TURKEY

Oven-ready turkeys, boneless butterflies & other turkey cuts (breast

steaks, legs, mince etc.) all at 20% off!

Please see our website for more info. Email or call to place an order.

COLLECTION FROM FARM GATE

Darrow Green Road, Denton, Norfolk IP20 0AY

Tel: 01986 788252

Email: ewdarrowgreen@gmail.com

.

 

Jayne Rayner – Manager 

Alburgh with Denton Pre-School Nursery 

01986 788733 | 07828 578413 

School Road, Alburgh, Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 0BW 

 info@alburghwithdentonpreschoolnursery.co.uk 

https://alburghwithdentonpreschoolnursery.co.uk 

Jayne Rayner – Manager

Alburgh with Denton 
Pre-School Nursery

01986 788733 | 07828 578413

School Road, Alburgh, Harleston
 Norfolk, IP20 0BW

 info@alburghwithdentonpreschoolnursery.co.uk

https://alburghwithdentonpreschoolnursery.co.uk



St MARGARET DIARY
FRI 9th Feb   7.30pm Bowls, all welcome
SAT 10th Feb   10am-2pm TABLE TOP SALE £5 a table to come  
              and sell your wares. Contact Jannine 07852664818  
   or jannineparry@yahoo.co.uk to book a table  
   CAFE will be running with teas, coffee, cake 
   savoury snacks and soups
SAT 16th March   10am-12pm Jumble sale Donation welcome 
   Contact Jannine 07852664818 or 
   jannineparry@yahoo.co.uk 
   Cafe will be running with tea, coffee, cake, 
   savoury snacks and soups
TUE 23rd April  7.00pm ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH 
   MEETING, venue to be decided
FRI 28th June   6-8pm COUNTRYSIDE EVENING, Beck Valley 
SAT 29th June  Classic vehicle Show

IAN HARRIS
‘Pam Harris and family would like to thank the people who packed 

Rumburgh Church to overflowing for Ian’s funeral. The collection, which 
has exceeded £2700, will be shared between Rumburgh Church and the 
OPA for oesophageal cancer, from which he recovered some years ago. 
Ian never retired but continued to work at Corner Farm and was on his 
tractor up to the day he died. It was Ian’s wish that he be taken to church 

on his little grey Ferguson and carried by family members. Always a 
family and community man, he devoted much of his time to Rumburgh 

church and was an enthusiastic bell ringer.
 

Please accept this as the only acknowledgement for the flowers, cards 
and letters as they are too numerous to answer. A thousand thanks.’

HOMERSFIELD
We’ve taken a battering over the last few weeks from the wind and rain, 
the marshes are looking like lakes again. A very large part of a tree has 
been blown down in Church Wood, it had been home to hornets for the 
last two years. A happy band of ladies decorated the Church in Decem-
ber ready for the Carol Service and it looked beautiful.



SPECIALISING IN TRADITIONAL
MOLE & RABBIT CATCHING

rats, mice, squirrels, foxes, all crawling 
flying and jumping insects.

For a FREE no obligation quote
Annual contracts available

Telephone 
01986 782574

07831 293662

email: dm.pipe@virgin.net
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

N  TARGETN  TARGET
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

 

  Architectural +
  Planning Services

   RICHARD DEAN

   extensions-conversions-new builds

   fast, friendly, economical...
   phone or email me to talk about your       
   project, ideas or problems

t: 01986 782270
e: dean.richard@gmail.com

MOBILE HAIR
STYLIST

HAIRCUTS AT HOME

Get your hair done in the comfort of your own
home. Hair stylist with 26 year's experience
covering Homersfield, Bungay, Harleston,

Halesworth and Beccles.

CALL SARA JANE KIMBER TO BOOK
YOUR SESSION

TEL: 01986-788293 / MOB: 07504-201108
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Homersfield continued...
The service was well attended and we welcomed The Saints Choir which 
boosted our singing no end!

We send our sincere condolences to Debbie Bird as her devoted husband 
Ray passed away on Boxing Day. They were a familiar sight strolling round 
the village, unblocking drains on the verges. He will be greatly missed.

We also send our condolences to Yvette Plumb and her sons and their fam-
ilies after losing Mac. I remember him holding discos in The Iron Room at 
St. Cross, with his Elvis hair style, very impressive, back in the day. Hom-
ersfield Parish Council recently donated £100 to Bungay Community First 
Responders, for which they were extremely grateful. On Saturday 25th 
November three of us: Sally, Mark and Sarah planted over twenty young 
hornbeam trees, which had been donated to Homersfield, along with some 
self-sown hazel which we also planted that morning. Since then, the rains 
have helped these young plants to settle into the wood. Thanks to Sally for 
her help planting them as it involved clearing bramble, fallen wood and 
nettles before digging them in and protecting them with guards.

Wishing you all a happy and healthy 2024.

ST CROSS
Happy New Year to all in St Cross.
 

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE…
The almost non-stop rain has been one of the dominating topics of recent 
months. The river, and more locally the Beck, fills and overflow with each 
period of sustained rainfall and with saturated land and full ditches, the 
water has nowhere to go and so we have flooded areas. The most significant 
areas within the village are the corner by The Blacksmith’s Workshop and 
the bottom of the hill on Sandy Lane.  
Parish Councillors met with County Councillor Judy Cloke on 24th No-
vember. During a site visit the issues were explained and following the 
meeting reported (again) to Highways. We await the Highways engineer’s 
report.  
During the most recent flooding, a car was stranded in the water on Sandy 
Lane. Two fire engines and an ambulance attended. Thanks are extended to 
Leon for the help he gave during this incident.  



Monthly Flower Arranging 
Workshops

First Tuesday of the month

10.00am until 3.00pm

St Margaret South Elmham 
Village Hall

Everyone welcome, no experience necessary!

01986 782377
flowersbyjenni@gmail.com

(phone or email for details)

Jenni Baker

Kent & WilKinson
Plumbing & Heating ldt 

07507 994799 
 

07884 378847

Three Willows Garden Centre
01986 893834

Flixton Road, Bungay

ORNAMENTAL & FRUIT TREES, SOFT FRUIT, SHRUBS, 
PERENNIALS, SEEDS, BULBS, TRELLIS, PAVING SLABS, 

POTS GALORE (MANY HALF PRICE)
ROCKERY & DECORATIVE STONE SLATE & BARK AND 
NUMEROUS COMPOSTS, ALL AT COMPETITIVE RATES

HTA GIFT TOKENS
www.threewillowgardencentre.co.uk

Open Mon - Sat: 9 - 5pm Sun: 10 - 4pm



St Cross continued...
Once again, David Hill has been out clearing drains and keeping water 
flowing away from the roads. Thank you once more, David.  
 

TAKE CARE!
If you’re using the footpath in the field below St George’s church on the 
stretch between the footbridge and the gate to the Beck meadow, please 
watch out for the large sink hole which has appeared. The landowner has 
been informed and action is in train, but please watch out!

MICHAEL PEARCE ‘BASKEY’
Suddenly passed away 26/1123.

Thelma and family would like to thank everyone who supported them 
through this sad time. Thank you for all the cards and flowers. Thanks 
too to David for being the best friend and boss and being there to sup-

port Mick to the end. Thank you to Phillip for the lovely words in church, 
about Baskey’s life. Special thanks to Laura and Karl for all they have 

done. We would like to wish everyone a happy healthy New Year 2024.

FLIXTON
For Input please contact Pete Madder-Smith on 896828

Happy New Year to readers. Let’s hope that 2024 brings us all a slightly 
less waterlogged year than 2023. We’re just starting into the deeper part 
of Winter, so it’s time to look out for neighbours who might just need a 
hand.

“Flixton Fly-tippers”
I didn’t realise that it was cheaper to cancel a green bin to save money, but 
then risk a £1,000 fine for fly tipping. It’s an interesting approach to life 
and to the community. Don’t use a green bin, just dump it in your own 
village! Well of course that’s not normal behaviour and, as I’ve said before, 
we have a good band of residents who try to improve our village and then 
we have a small number who just don’t care. There is always a struggle 
getting Suffolk County Council to fulfill their statutory duties keeping the 
verges clear, particularly along Church Road. That’s why it’s so disappoint-
ing to see unsightly garden waste piled up there. Underneath some resi-
dent’s detritus are some daffodil bulbs which the village planted to try and 
make the place look a little better.



SIMON MURTONSIMON MURTON
DIGGER HIREDIGGER HIRE
For all groundwork and 

civil engineering, 
including: drainage, Tractor 

trenching ponds, drives, 
Concreting, etc.

Wickham House Farm
St Cross, near Harleston, 

Suffolk, IP20 0PH
Mobile: 07887 561725

NICK HARRISONNICK HARRISON
Countryside ContractorCountryside Contractor

A Commercial ground
maintenance service

Fencing
Clearance

Grass Cutting
Chainsaw work

Wood Chipper hire
Footpath maintenance

Coppice/woodland maintenance

St Nicholas South Elmham
07884396918

C.J. McDaniel
Garden Design & Construction

Chris McDaniel
Director

Kingfishers Barn, Abbey Rd, Flixton
Bungay, NR35 1NJ

email: 
mcdanielchristopher2021@gmail.com

Telephone: 01986 783988
Mobile: 07836 504416



Church Services
Rev Leon Collyer  01986 781345

28/01/24  Holy Communion  10.00am  St James
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  St Margaret SE

04/02/24  Holy Communion  10.00am  Ilk St Margaret
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  St Peter

11/02/24  Holy Communion  10.00am  Flixton
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  Rumburgh

18/02/24  Holy Communion  10.00am  Homersfield  
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  Ilk St John

25/02/24  Holy Communion  10.00am  Ilk St Margaret
  
03/03/24  Holy Communion  10.00am  St Peter  
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  Ilk St Margaret

10/03/24  Mothering Sunday
  Holy Communion  10.00am  Rumburgh  
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  Flixton

17/03/24  Holy Communion  10.00am  Ilk St John  
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  Homersfield

24/03/24  Holy Communion  10.00am  St James  
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  Ilk St Margaret

31/03/24  Easter Sunday
   Holy Communion  10.00am  St Peter  
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  Ilk St Margaret

It is proposed that instead of 11 church annual meetings to have one big one. 
This will be held on 23rd APRIL at 7.00pm venue to be found



HARLESTON CHORAL SOCIETY - our Spring Term began on 
Monday 8th January 2024, but it’s not too late to join us. We’re rehears-
ing Saint-Saëns Requiem and Dvořák Mass in D Major for our Summer 

Concert on 29th June 2024. We welcome everyone – especially Altos, 
Tenors and Basses - even if you’ve never sung in a choir before. There 

are no auditions and music is provided free. Practices are on a Monday 
evening 7.30 pm- 9.30 pm, in The London Road Church, Harleston IP20 

9BH. Parking is available in The Original Factory Shop
(TOFS), almost opposite the church. Further information about the 

choir is on our website www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk or from Stella 
Brownsea at heidihouse@btinternet.com 

HARLESTON & DISTRICT U3A welcomes you to our monthly talk, 
The Silk Roads Cities of Uzbekistan, on Wednesday 21st February at 

2.00 pm in St John’s Church, Harleston IP20 9AZ. It will be given by Pat 
Alker, based on her wide travels in that area, with lots of photos of the 
stunning architecture and with reference to the current revival of the 

concept of linking Europe with the Far East, and – as she says – ‘with all 
places in between’. Further information about this and all Harleston & 

District u3a’s activities is on our website www.u3asites.org.uk/harleston 
or by contacting Kim Poulton on 01986 788149. 

WORTWELL BOWLS CLUB

Our club is situated alongside the Wortwell Community Centre. 
We play from April to September, on Monday afternoons and 

Wednesday evenings.
We are a friendly, welcoming club. If you would like to come and give 

bowls a try why not get in touch, no previous experience required.

For more details contact Phil Poulton, 
01986 788149 or philpoulton5@gmail.com

Wortwell Bowls Club Open Day: Sunday 7th April from 2.00 pm

Come along and give bowls a try. All equipment provided.

TARGET BOWLS  | TUITION AVAILABLE  | CHILDREN WELCOME
REFRESHMENTS  | FREE ADMISSION



Flixton continued...
Why on earth do people actively make things worse?  And why on earth 
don’t they understand that garden waste is still classed as fly tipping 
when disposed of in this way?
So, there’s an opportunity now to stop the practice, avoid embarrassment 
plus a possible fine. I believe the opportunity should be grasped while it 
can be.

FLIXTON VILLAGE : FROM LIN AT NO. 3 CHURCH ROAD
First of all Happy New Year to you all and welcome to all the new resi-
dents to the village. A meeting has been arranged for 15.02.24 at 7pm in 
the Adair Room at the Buck Inn, thanks to Linda and Gary. It would be 
great to support them and their staff for all their hard work. The meeting 
is around any issues that you would like to raise, especially regarding 
the drains and the flooding, following on from what Pete Madder-Smith 
reported in the last edition of the Community News regarding the state 
of the drains. I also would like to arrange quarterly dates for not only 
litter picks but cleaning the village and any other ideas you would like to 
discuss, which I will add to the agenda.

I have to thank those of you who have in this awful weather, avidly 
cleaned the drains to help the water away. It would be great if we could 
all come together in a steering group to support the village and should 
any of you wish to volunteer to be more involved in waking our sleepy 
village up, this would be the best opportunity to do so.
If anyone has any issues they wish to raise on the night, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at linsmith@btinternet.com to add these to the 
agenda, no later than 10.02.24.
I hope to see you all brimming with ideas and issues that we can look at 
and organise between us all.

THE BUCK
After a busy time in the lead up to Christmas, we normally expect things 
to slow down, but the Buck will be presenting Fiona Harber of Harber 
Lights on the 19th of January. Although a trained opera singer, Fiona 
covers a variety of styles for all musical tastes. Steven Treadaway will be 
at the Buck on the 25th (don’t ask me how I know... it’s just a talent of 
mine). 



TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING

Traditional Lime Plastering
T: 07890545412

michaelfrostdallas@gmail.com

A Pet’s Best FriendA Pet’s Best Friend
- Animal sitting

- Occasional and casual 
dog walking

Sarah Grimwood
9 Bigot Close 

Halesworth, Suffolk

01986 873592
07895 025174

frary8sr@btinternet.com

   Laura Mouncer
   Dog Walking, Dog Grooming
   Pet / House Sitting

Laura’s Pet Services  
“Happy and stress free pets &

happy and stress free you”

2 Fox Hill       
St Cross S.E.

Harleston, Norfolk
IP20 0NX

01986 782365
or

0777 4084021

         RUMBURGH BUCK

Open 7 Days A Week
Lunches 12pm - 2pm

Evening Meals 5pm - 8pm

Takeaway meals 
Available during 

food service hours

Telephone 01986 785257 
or 

Follow Us on Facebook

Mill Road, Rumburgh, IP19 0NT



Flixton continued... 
Valentines week begins on the 14th of February so look out for the special 
menus and afternoon teas.
Other events being considered are games nights, cash bingo and poker (Las 
Flixton?) and a table top sale. So watch the pub notice board for further key 
dates.

FLIXTON 100 CLUB
November    December
1st Stuart Tilbury               62 1st.    Lynda Lee                  12
2nd. Malcolm Mckinnon     75 2nd   Terry Stewart.               42
3rd.    Trixie Garrod          59 3rd.   Max Doughty                91
 
ST JAMES 
CHURCH NEWS
A big thank you to all who helped and/or attended our carol service in 
December. What a magical evening! The walk from the village hall to the 
church, under a starry sky, singing carols, the sound of the organ softly 
playing as we approached the church and then part of the service in just 
candlelight. A warm meeting of friends and neighbours with hot drinks and 
refreshments to follow, while we caught up with the news. What better way 
to celebrate Christmas.

HALL AND VILLAGE NEWS
The Fiftieth anniversary of the hall’s opening was celebrated with a music 
event, thanks to the Soul Alliance, returning with their popular music sound 
on the 17th and tea and judging of the photo competition on the 18th. Many 
villagers and friends attended both events and their success were due to the 
many helpers who put in time and effort. Thanks to all of them. The village 
hall committee will hold a SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING in the hall at 
7pm on 24th Jan to discuss the future of the village hall. As we are now a 
very small committee, we need ideas from others for which events to hold in 
order to bring the community together again after the pandemic years.
The Hall, being the only communal indoor space in the village, is used as:
A polling station, Sports venue, Social hub for the Coffee caravan, Venue for 
music events, theatre productions, first-aid workshops etc. Preparation hub 
for outside events, such as Jubilee and Coronation days, as well as summer 
lunches, and BBQs. 



KARL LUGOKARL LUGO
Joinery and Carpentry

Services

‘Sancroft’, Fox Hill
St Cross South Elmham

Harleston, Norfolk IP20 0NU

For all your purpose made joinery 
and carpentry

Windows, Doors, Units, etc.
Supply and fit.

Tel: 01986 782276
Mobile: 07879 477137

             WANTED 
 OLD  LAWNMOWERS 

Private collector requires : 
pre-war lawnmowers. 

 Push or motor 
 ( the older the better ! ) 

Almost anything considered. 
 

Colin Stone   01986 783870 
stonethemows@btinternet.com 

     Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum.
Opening times 10am until 4pm every Wednesday Saturday 

and Sunday Including Monday Bank Holidays.
Some Main Events for 2023

East Coast Pirates Day, American Cars, Very Poplar Event ,  May 14th

Aviation Art & Plastic Model Day                                       May 21st

Family Fun Day                                                                     July 23rd

RAFA and Veterans Day                                                      August 6th

There will be Flypasts at some events. All events and Flypasts are subject 

to weather and operational availability.  

Please check our website for full details and many more events.

NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK AVIATION MUSEUM

Winter Opening Times 
Closed up to February 16th 

Reopening on Saturday 17th February 
and every Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday From 10am to 4pm.

The Museum offers private viewings during the whole of the year. 
Further details can be obtained by calling our 

manager Gary on 01986 896644



St James continued....
Weekend base for Duke of Edinburgh activities. Private hire for celebra-
tions, wakes, public amenities for parking etc for Ramblers groups and 
others. Defibrillator station.

Please come along and share your ideas with us on the 24th. We will not 
be asking you to commit to anything, simply to share your ideas for how 
to provide what the residents would like to see happening at your hall and 
how to fund it so it can remain open long into the future.

All our usual sport sessions continue through the winter- Badminton, 
Table Tennis and Pilates. For details, please contact Caroline on 01986 
782545. Harriet has space in her Tuesday and Thursday Pilates classes, for 
details contact her on 07583446129 for information.

Any private bookings, please contact: Lynda on 782582    

OTHER VILLAGE NEWS
In December a group of residents decided to organize a Christmas lunch 
event which proved very popular. They would like to say a very big thank 
you to all who helped and supported the lunch with their generosity and 
good cheer. The children enjoyed games and the raffle was well supported. 
The sum of £461 was raised for village hall funds.

OPEN GARDEN. 25th FEB
Jane Bastow’s garden at the Laburnums will be open again on Sunday, 25th 
February, between 11am and 4pm for snowdrops, hellebores and other 
early gems. Adults £4, children 50p in aid of local charities.
Whatever the weather, come and enjoy the garden, along with hot drinks, 
cakes, hot soup and crusty bread (GF available)

ST JAMES VILLAGE GREEN
In November 2019 we suggested to East Suffolk Council (ESC) that they 
give the field they owned to the west of St James Lane, between the Village 
Hall and Sheet Field Wood, to St James. This would save them the cost of 
maintaining it (usually done by us anyway) and enable us to look after and 
improve it for the benefit of the village.

In August 2020 ESC offered the freehold to St James at no charge and in 
November with ESC Cabinet approval work on the transfer contract began. 



 

Truly Traceable Venison &Truly Traceable Venison &
Game PiesGame Pies

Handmade pies & sausage rolls
Supplied frozen to cook at home for an easy meal.

Available for collection or free delivery to your door!
Locally reared meat & vegetarian pies also available.

Visit our website www.trulytraceable.com
or phone for current flavours.

Halesworth 01986835980 or 07787770774
Email trulytraceable@btinternet.com premier_turfing@outlook.com

07384 264867

Premier
Turfing and Lawn Care

Independent specalist providing professional 
quality turfing and lawn maintenance services

Supply and laying of new turf 
Bespoke lawncare packages
Weed and moss treatments

Free inital consultaaon and quotaaon

Ben L oughri l l
Timber Merchant

BESPOKE TABLES

Mobile Sawmil l ing
 

Rounds for Turning

Timber and more. . .

www.benloughri l l .com

Tel:07776 121 401

Local Handyman 
I can do that job for you 
☼ Fencing 
☼ Garden Projects 
☼ Painting & Decoration 
☼ Kitchens & Bathrooms 
☼ Fitted Wardrobes 
☼ General Maintenance 
☼ Flat Pack Assembly 
☼ Tiling and much more….. 

call or email for a quote 

07789117163 
chris@maddoxmaintenance.co.uk 

www.maddoxmaintenance.co.uk 



St James continued...
In June 2021 our Parish Meeting AGM agreed that the field would be a 
significant new asset for the village and voted unanimously to proceed with 
transferring ownership when terms were agreed. The field would be known 
as The St James Village Green.

The COVID epidemic rather slowed the process, and some unexpected legal 
issues had to be dealt with. One was the need for our Parish Meeting for-
mally to acquire the power to own land. This was achieved in January 2023 
when, under the Common Seal of East Suffolk Council, ESC conferred on 
St James South Elmham Parish Meeting “the function of a parish council to 
acquire and hold land for the purposes of general community use”.

Finally, on 18th December 2023 the legal transfer was completed and the 
land for the St James Village Green became “ours”. [The St James South Elm-
ham Parish Meeting comprises all electors of the parish].

Meanwhile, we have begun work on developing and using the Green, helped 
by a grant from The National Lottery Fund. This included using it for our 
two recent major celebrations: the Platinum Jubilee in 2022 and the Cor-
onation Celebration last year. We were successful in bidding for a Jubilee 
Oak from ESC for the Jubilee event which was planted in 2022 at the head 
of the Green, and at the end of last year we were given 500 daffodil bulbs 
by ESC which have been planted in various places around the Green. We 
have also removed the large mound of dangerous waste in the NW corner 
and re-seeded the area. Our thanks to all who have helped in these activi-
ties. More improvements, facilities and events will come in 2024. Our new 
Village Green is already becoming part of St James village life.

ST PETER
The excitement of Christmas, New Year and the bins being collected on 
different days has died away now and at the time of writing we are getting 
something more like winter weather. Hopefully this dry period will contin-
ue for a while and let the water from the mild wet and stormy period get 
away. It’s a sad farewell to Martin and Lisa with best wishes for the future 
but a warm welcome to Beth, Ben and Wilf at Willowdykes Barn. Good luck 
in your new home. It seems quite a long while since January 2010, which is 
when I wrote my first community news entry.



D Johnson DecoratingD Johnson Decorating

Interior & Exterior Painting
Residential & Commercial

Paper Hanging

Reliable service at competitive rates

01986 782207      07584678337

LOOKING FOR A HOBBY 
WAVENEY VALLEY & DISTRICT 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Is a group of enthusiastic people 

whose love is to preserve the past 
for the future by restoring vintage 

machinery, colleting items of 
interest, from keys to milk jugs. And 

putting them on display to help 
organisers to raise money for 

charities
YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE AN

ENGINEER
Come along to one of 

our meetings and have a chat
Face book 

wvadps@hotmail.com
01986893092

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE LOCKSMITH EXPERT

GAINING ENTRY
RE-SECURING
LOCK CHANGING
KEY CUTTING

07966 693048 / 01986 783860
andrewslocksmith.co.uk
Locks24hour@gmail.com



St Peter continued...
If there is more than 1 applicant, we could hold a selection process. I was 
thinking of musical chairs.
Mrs Correspondent and I missed out on the village Christmas meal as we 
were away. I understand a fine time was had up at The Hall with much merry 
making.
The carol service this year was well attended and we were ably assisted by a 
choir and saxophonist. Thanks to all who made the church ready, provided 
the refreshments and did the readings.
The 49 club has all gone the way of the church for the last 2 months as the 
numbers had not been issued. The unissued numbers could be yours for a 
small payment in aid of church funds. Please speak to Pamela.
By the time of the next edition, we will hopefully be seeing the first signs of 
spring and the promise of the summer to come. There will hopefully also be 
news of the annual boules tournament, so start exercising those throwing 
arms.       A Happy New Year to all.

FUN QUIZ 
raising funds for BUNGAY FIRST RESPONDERS and St Andrews Church
Thank you to the contestants and participants in the FunQuiz held at St 
Andrew’s village hall on Friday 12th January for raising over £1100 for Bun-
gay First Responders and St Andrews church. Many thanks to Gerald and 
Sue Godfrey for catering etc. also to Bridget Ellis for stepping in at the last 
moment to ask the questions and keep order. The winners of this amusing 
evening were Lovewell-Blake.

SOUTH ELMHAM & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
 

Thursday 29th February -  “The Real Basil Brown” by Sarah Doig
Thursday 28th March - John Rainer will talk about the Use of Lidar to inter-

pret the landscape
 

Everyone is most welcome to our meetings, you do not have to be a 
member to attend. Our meetings are held on the last Thursday of the month 

in St Margaret South Elmham
Village Hall IP20 0PJ at 7.30pm



For all your Landscaping, Construction
and garden maintenance needs.

Driveways & Patios
Fencing & Pergolas

Ponds build & Maintenance
Turfing & Planting

Hedge Trimming & Moving

MONTAGU LANDSCAPES
The Wash, St Peters S.E.

Bungay, NR35 1NG
01986 783941
07770878504

www.lovewell-blake.co.uk 

Sound advice, that comes 
from being part of your 
farming community 
For a free consultation contact Ryan Lincoln         
in our Halesworth office: 
t: 01986 873163                        
e: r.lincoln@lovewell-blake.co.uk  



Christmas - The Aftermath 
 

Well, Father Christmas has gone back to the North Pole,
And the reindeer are, once again, on the dole, 
And I don’t want to eat mince pies anymore, 

At least until December 2024.
 

The bins are full of the paper and mess,
When they’ll get emptied is anyones guess,

I just copy my neighbours, they know what to do,
They know the right day and whether it’s black or it’s blue.

 

These strong winds and rains have caused a right hullabaloo,
I think I may exchange my car for a canoe!

 

The new calenders and diaries have all been filled in
And whatever the new year brings we’ll take it on the chin!

So, for now, close the curtains, make up the fire,
And sit back and dream of what may transpire.

 

A happy and healthy New Year to you all
 Sally REMBLANCE ( Homersfields Pam Ayes)

Is your garden in need of a tidy or need a 
bit more advise on what to plant where, we 

would love to help.

We garden with nature in mind, these are the 
services we offer:

Is your garden in need of a tidy or need a bit more advise on what to plant 
where, we would love to help.

We garden with nature in mind, these are the services we offer:  

Garden Maintenance:

Lawn Mowing

Pruning

Hedge Cutting 

Strimming 

Garden Design 

Irrigation systems

Polytunnel Erection 

Garden Clearance

Vegetable Patch 
construction and advice

Contact Jannine and Jon 07852664818 or 
umbelgardening@gmail.com

Fully qualified Reflexologist and 
Swedish Massage Therapist

Offering Massage session in 
St Margaret South Elmham

Full Body Massage | Reflexology  
Indian Head Massage 

Back & Shoulder Massage

Prices start from £35 a session 
why not treat yourself

Contact Jannine Parry 
07852 664818 or 

therapyfairy@googlemail.com
Mobile massage service can be available

THERAPY FAIRY 

Fully qualified Reflexologist and Swedish Massage Therapist 

Offering Massage session in St Margaret South Elmham 
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Prices start from £35 a session - why not treat yourself  

Contact Jannine Parry 07852664818 or 

therapyfairy@googlemail 

Mobile massage service can be available 

Garden Maintenance:

Lawn Mowing

Pruning

Hedge Cutting

Strimming

Garden Design
Irrigation systems

Polytunnel Erection
Garden Clearance

Vegetable Patch
construction & advice

Contact Jannine and Jon 
07852 664818 or 

umbelgardening@gmail.com



 
 
 

Here at Crossways, We offer a large range of top brands and 
quality food for all animals not just horse. 

These include Chickens, Pigs, Horses, Goats, Dogs, Cats and 
Wild Birds. 

 

 
01508 518400 

Monday – Friday 8:30 – 17:00, Saturdays 9:00 – 17:00 
Closed Sundays 

99 Yarmouth Road, Ellingham, NR35 2PH 

 



The South Elmham Community News is printed by 
Hetty’s Little Copy Shop, for all your printing needs and more... 

Halesworth, 01986 873400


